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SUBJECT: HISTADRUT PUBLICATION REVEALS THAT MEANY WANTS HISTADRUT 
CLEARANCE FOR AFL-CIO TRADE UNION PROJECT FOR EGYPT 

1 . THE HISTADRUT NEWSPAPER DAVAR PUBLISHED ON JULY 9 A STORY 
THAT AFL-CIO PRESIDENT GEORGE MEANY WAS CONSIDERING OFFERING 
ASSISTANCE TO THE EGYPTIAN FEDERATION OF LABOR, BUT ONLY IF 
HISTADRUT SECRETARY GENERAL MESHEL AGREES. THE ARTICLE QUOTED 
MEANY AS SAYING THAT THE EGYPTIAN TRADE UNIONS WERE ASKING 
FOR AFL-CIO AID. BUT THAT SUCH AID WOULD BE SUBJECT TO CON- 
SULTATION AND COORDINATION WITH HISTADRUT. THE AMERICAN 
TRADE UNION MOVEMENT WOULD CONTINUE TO BACK ISRAEL AND REGARDS 
THE HISTADRUT AS A CENTRAL ELEMENT IN THE BUILDING OF PEACE 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 
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2. AVRAHAM ALLON, DIRECTOR OF THE HISTADRUT INTERNATIONAL 
DEPARTMENT, TOLD LABATT THAT HISTADRUT IS NOT INTERESTED IN 
VETOING ANY PROGRAM WHICH THE AFL-CIO MAY WISH TO UNDERTAKE 
IN EGYPT. HOWEVER, IT WOULD HOPE THAT THROUGH SUCH A PROGRAM 
THE EFL COULD BE INDUCED TO DECLARE ITS READINESS TO ESTABLISH 
CONTACTS WITH THE HISTADRUT EITHER UNDER VARIOUS NATIONAL 
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AND INTERNATIONAL AUSPICES OR BY AGREEING TO A BILATERAL 
EXCHANGE PROGRAM. HISTADRUT REALIZES, HOWEVER, THAT THE 
LATTER POSSIBILITY IS NOT FOR THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE. 

LEWIS 
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